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City-County watch: Ithaca mayor seeks volunteers for re- districting committee

Staff report  

April 28, 2011

The City of Ithaca is seeking volunteers for an ad-hoc committee to make recommendations on how the city might redraw ward boundaries based on 2010 census data.

Mayor Carolyn Peterson wants to appoint at least one representative from each of the five wards to the committee.

In addition to examining the current ward boundaries, the committee would be charged with several other issues, including:

» Examining the number of wards, and the number of council seats in relation to the number of wards.

» Discussing the concept of at-large council seats or a combination of at-large and ward representatives.

» Reviewing how wards would interface with the county voting districts.

Appointments will be made within the next four to eight weeks. The committee would need to complete its recommendations by early 2012. Most of the recommended changes will be brought to the voters through a referendum at the general election.

People interested in serving on this committee should contact the City Clerk's Office at 274-6570, or julieh@cityofithaca.org. 

Other committee vacancies in the city include the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Council, Board of Fire Commissioners, Board of Public Works, Board of Zoning Appeals alternate member, Conservation Advisory Council, Design Review Board, Disability Advisory Council, Housing Board of Review, Ithaca Housing Authority, Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency, Natural Areas Commission, Parks Commission, Rental Housing Advisory Commission, Shade Tree Advisory Committee, Workforce Diversity Advisory Committee, and the Youth Bureau Advisory Board.

Panel looks at employees

The Tompkins County Democratic Committee Issues Committee is sponsoring a community forum entitled "Madison, NY: Public Employees and the Budget Ax -- Could It Happen Here?"

The event is open to the public and will take place from 7 to 9 p.m Thursday at the Ithaca Town Hall.

Panelists will include Kate Bronfenbrenner, professor of Industrial and Labor Relations at Cornell University; Mary Ann Sumner, Town of Dryden supervisor; Sue Mittler, Ithaca Teachers Association president; and Jim Dennis, county legislator and chairman of the Budget Committee.
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